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Grain Sorghum 

 

We have begun to find headworms and stink bugs in sorghum fields.  Some farms near Bayside and 

Austwell have been treated for one or both of these pests. 

 

Populations I have seen thus far have been below economic thresholds.  The numbers we have     

been finding are as high as one stink bug in 4-5 plants and 2-3 headworms in 10 plants.  Headworms 

have all been corn earworms.  I have included the economic threshold tables for stink bugs and           

headworms. 

 

Sample fields by using a bucket to beat heads of sorghum.  Beat heads 1-2 at a time and sample 10-20 
heads in 5 or more locations in a field. 

 

Sorghum that has reached hard dough is past the damage window for these pests and should be     

considered safe from yield losses. 
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Cotton 

We have not been finding much in cotton fields.  Fleahopper populations have been very low to non-existent 

and aphid numbers are dropping rapidly.  Worms and stink bugs have yet to be found in damaging numbers to 

date. 

 

Soybeans 

Soybean fields are also containing low numbers of stink bugs (0-30 per 100 sweeps).   One pest that I am  

looking for in soybeans is the bean thrips.  We encountered them in 2006 and 2009 at levels that defoliated the 

plant.  I would use an economic threshold of 10 thrips per leaflet on drought stressed soybean fields.  

 

Applied research projects 

If you have a field that needs treating for an insect pest, I would like to conduct a field research in that field.  

Please contact me (920-1138) so we can conduct an economic threshold trial or evaluate insecticides.  These 

trials will need less than 1 acre of land, usually on the corner of a field. 

CROP TOURS 

Refugio County 7:00 AM—Registration—Canales Café, Tivoli, Texas 

June 8, 2011 4:30 PM—Registration—Bonnie View, Woodsboro, Texas 

 

Victoria County 1:30 PM—6:30 PM    

June 16, 2011 @ Sons of Herman Hall, Dacosta, Texas 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


